
"INDEPENDENCE FROM GOD'S POINT OF VIEW"

Refer and read lsiah 1: 15-20

This morning I want us to look at independence in the sense of what it means from God's
point of view.

How does God look at the independence of a nation? How is that nation blessed as a result?

Remember God always dealt with lsraelas a nation and not individuals and seems to be the
way He has dealt through history.

Therefore, I believe God can work today in our nation if we will obey the basic format that
God outlines in His Word.

Turn in your Bibles to 2 Chronicles 7: t4 a very often quoted verse and probably one of the
most significant verses in the entire scripture.

I think the most amazing thing about this verse, is the way that it is constructed or worded.

I think God knew perfectly how it should be quoted.

Take note of this:

1. "IF MY PEOPLE"

A. right or authority over someone or thing.

B. ownership--He created us in His image giving significance to each of us.

C. speaks to those who are going to follow---Proverbs 3:5-5.

D. lt is an attention factor--l belong, l'm special---He is speaking to me.

E. lt is laying down certain conditions:

{U. Willingness to follow

(21. Willingness to obey

(31. Willingness to be guided

2. ,,WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME"

A. A particular people---children of God, peculiar people, pilgrims, aliens, ioint-heirs.

B. We are known by our creator, not an obiect, but a people.



C. We are recognized by the God of the Universe!

D. Noted specifications: L Peter 1:1-9 (NASB77)
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen
2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may
obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure.
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused
us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
ato obtain an inheritancewhich is imperishable and undefiled and wiII not fade away, reserved in heaven
for you,
s who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time.
6In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by
various trials,
7 that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by
fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
I and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in
Him, you great$ rejoice with joy inexpressible and frrll of Blory,
obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

Ephesians t:3-8 (NASB77|
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our tord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with euery spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places in Christ,
4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless

before Him.ln love
5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to llimself, according to the kind intention of
His will,
oto the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
7ln Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
His grace,
swhich He lavished upon us.ln all wisdom and insight

Ephesians 1:10-14 (NASB77)

ln Him
ualso we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all
things after the counsel of His will,
12to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.
13 ln Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation- having also

helieved, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,
lawho is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of 6od's own possession, to
the praise of His glory.

E. He has set the standard---Roman 12:1-2 We tend to crawl off the altar.



F. We are separated from the rest---we are to come out from them (the unbelievers) and

be separate from them. Having the right identity--reflections of Christ.

G. When you go home read John chapter L0

3. "SHALL HUMBLE THEMSELVES"

A. The first step up to 6od is DOl,t N!

B. Removal of pride--confession of sin I John 1:9; Psa. 51.

C. We need to get offthe throne of our life and put Christ back on.

D. lt is dying to self that we might become alive unto Christ.

E. Humility is the first step to revival----it is also the hardest step!

F. lt is on an individual basis*-no one can do it for us. No one fits all!

G. Should be a priority---to get where we should be.

H. lnvolves a broken spirit---David had a broken and contrite heart before the Lord.

4.,AND PRAY"

A. Why pray when you can worry? Or, Why worry when you can pray?

B. lt is our communication with our Heavenly Father! Why is it so hard to pray?

C. You talk to your best friend about everything--Why not HIM?

D. lt is the only level on which we can meet with God--plus His Word.

E. lt involves "confession" "for with the mouth confession is made."

5. ,?ND SEEK MY FACE"

A. lt take personal effort--it starts with me! Why is that so hard?

B. You don't have to pray like preacher to be heard? Just talk to Him!

C. There is no hackdoor entrance--as Christ is to salvation--He is the entrance.

D. lt is face to face realizing who we are in Himl We are joint-heirs, children of God!

E. lt takes direct action coming into His presencei Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NAsB77



11'For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for welfare and not for calamity to
give you a future and a hope.
12 'Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.
13'And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with allyour heart. Jeremiah 33:3 (NASB77)

3gall to Me, and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.'

F. We are going to the highest source. I John 1:9

G. He in fact holds the title deeds to our lives.

H. Jesus said "Knock, Seek, Ask" and keep on doing it.

6. "AND TURN FROM YOUR WICKED WAYS"

A. lt is changing directions, leaving one for something better.

B. Letting go of the past----our failures, mistakes knowing when God forgives He forgets.

C. Leaving the old for the neuu-*-Z Cor. 5:17

D. Galatians 5:16-17 (NASB77)

15 But I say, walk by the Spirit {and keep on walking}, and you will not(you will not} carry out(gratify,

complete, or fulfill) the desire of the flesh.
17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to

one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.

7. ,THEN" WHAT HAPPENS?

A. "l will hear from heaven, willforgive their sin, and will heal their land."

B, These are His conditions---there was no other way for lsrael or for us.

C. lsrael and us have to come on God's terms not ours.

D. Notice how He returned to His people. READ t4:15-22.

E. lt is God's terms not ours.

Do we want America to be great again? Certainly by all means----Are we willing to pray this
prayer and seek His face for this country? Or do we as believers coast off into the sunset of
our lives---believing it is someone else responsibility.

Many have sacrificed their lives for us, to protect us and this great country can we not at

least ask God's forgiveness to restore our great nation?

DVD "Because of the Brave" Steve Amerson


